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A concrete and determined European
response to the present migration
crisis must be global - focusing on the
roots of the crisis - and at the same
time truly European, with a common
European approach on Migration and
Asylum which includes the following:

A European-wide agenda

A true Common European Immigra-
tion and Asylum Policy is necessary to
provide a European response to a Euro-
pean problem. European migration pol-
icy should be built on a common agenda
and not on unilateral action contrary to
European values.

Interlinkage between European migra-
tion policy and related policies is es-
sential. Ongoing revisions of related
policies offer the opportunity for a real
interlinkage, including the post-2015
Development Agenda now under dis-

cussion, the ongoing review of the Euro-
pean Neighbourhood Policy, the annual
Enlargement strategy and the EU global
strategy on Foreign and Security Policy
foreseen for June 2016. These policies
should share elements from the Eu-
ropean Agenda on Migration and vice
versa.

Solidarity

Solidarity is key: efforts in the area of
migration policy have to be made by all
Member States - including those with
opt-outs - in order to alleviate the pres-
sure on the main countries of arrival.
This means that national leaders have
to take responsibility and refrain from
nationalistic and anti-migration rheto-
ric and action, thereby blocking unani-
mous decision making, forcing the EU to
resort to QMV and undermining Euro-
pean solidarity.

The Dublin regulation should be re-
placed by a permanent and binding
mechanism that ensures the fair shar-
ing of responsibility to host asylum
seekers and refugees, according to the
economic and social capacities of EU
Member States and EEA states as well
as the preferences of asylum seekers
and refugees. Coercive transfers should
be avoided. Such a system could offer
a structural solution for the fluctuating
influx of migrants.

Existing funds such as the Asylum, Mi-
gration and Integration Fund should
be mobilised and extra money should
be made available by the EU and its
Member States to deal with the height
of the refugee crisis, to support cities
and regions that function as main entry
points or host large numbers of refu-
gees, neighbouring countries such as
the Western Balkans that see many pass
through their lands, and organisations
and countries taking care of the refu-
gees close to their countries of origin.

Dignity and respect

The core of any policy should be that ref-
ugees and asylum seekers are, first and
foremost, human beings and deserve to
be treated with dignity and respect.



This includes access to legal asylum
procedures for all, respecting the rule
of law, and
including set
decision dead-
lines, personal
interviews and
better
mation.  De-
tention of asy-
lum seekers should only be a measure

infor-

of the last resort and avoided as much
as possible. In addition to a common list
of safe countries of origin, work in the
direction of common standards for the
evaluation of asylum applications would
be welcomed.

Social inclusion policies are important
for the successful integration of those
arriving in Europe. With timely meas-
ures and the appropriate funding Eu-
rope should help the national and local
authorities alleviate the settlement of
the refugees and asylum seekers. Ef-
forts should be made to ensure that
refugees are not discriminated against
when it comes to the provision of social
protections. European standards for
the integration of refugees and asylum
seekers should be developed so that
they live harmoniously in the host socie-
ties for the period of asylum.

An open Europe

Whereas the current number of refu-
gees arriving in Europe is extremely
high, the open nature of Europe should

be preserved. The European Union
should not become a ‘Fortress Europe’
with a migra-
tion policy
relying on
fences and
border patrol,
and inter-
nally, Schen-
gen  cannot
be compromised. Free movement is
a fundamental right for EU citizens. A
‘Fortress Europe’ runs contrary to the
founding values of the Europe Union.
Safe access to the EU should be ensured
for those that seek asylum. In that light,
applying for refugee status at the coun-
try of origin and options such as human-
itarian visa should be explored.

Legal migration

Migration is not a threat, but a chal-
lenge which also offers opportunities
for a continent characterized by demo-
graphic decline and with labour markets
in need of skilled workers. Legal migra-
tion is an essential part of the European
Agenda on Migration.

The EU should foster and promote chan-
nels of legal immigration by extending
the Blue Card regulation to non-aca-
demic fields such as entrepreneurs and
lower-skilled migrants, and tone down
the strict requirements (such as the sal-
ary threshold and the link between the
qualification and job offer) to ensure a
wider application. The Blue Card should
be applied in a transparent and similar
fashion by all Member States, limiting
room for interpretation on grounds for
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refusal, and take precedence over the
variety of national schemes.

Third country nationals working in the
EU should receive equal treatment as
EU citizens with regard to pay, working
conditions, social rights, and with regard
to freedom of movement within the EU.

The European Movement International
is convinced that the above points are
imperative to formulate a determined
response to the migration crisis. While
respecting the democratic process in
order to ensure wide backing for a Eu-
ropean policy on migration and keep-
ing in mind international conventions
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on refugee law, national leaders and
European institutions should take their
responsibility for the lives and wellbeing
of refugees and asylum seekers arriving
in Europe.

The European Movement
seeks to provide a platform to
encourage and facilitate the ac-
tive participation of citizens and
stakeholders in the development
of European solutions to our com-
mon challenges. We offer thought
leadership on the issues that af-
fect Europe and we give the op-
portunity to representatives from
European associations, political
parties, enterprises, trade unions,
NGOs and other stakeholders,
through our 39 National Councils
and 34 International Associations,
to work together, towards improv-
ing the way that Europe works.
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