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SHOWING EXTRAORDINARY LEADERSHIP 
IN EUROPE 

WOMAN IN POWER
SHORTLISTED FOR

I t  was  under  Margot  Wal l s t röm 's  leadersh ip  that  the  Swedish  femin is t  fo re ign  pol icy

was  in i t ia ted .  She  has  been  an  in f luent ia l  woman  on  the  European  scene  fo r  many

years ,  serv ing  as  European  Commiss ioner  fo r  Env i ronment  f rom  1999 -2004  and  as  F i r s t

V ice -Pres ident  of  the  European  Commiss ion  f rom  2004 –2010 .  She  was  chosen  to  be  the

f i r s t -ever  United  Nat ions  Spec ia l  Representat i ve  on  Sexual  Vio lence  in  Conf l ic t  under

Ban  Ki -Moon  and  served  in  th i s  pos i t ion  f rom  2010 -2012 .  She  a lso  rece ived  the  French

Legion  of  Honour  in  2014  in  recogni t ion  of  her  courageous  pol i t ica l  leadersh ip  and

defense  of  women ’s  r ights .    

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND FOREIGN MINISTER OF SWEDEN 

Mar ianne  Thyssen ,  a  Belg ian  pol i t ic ian ,  became  the  European  Commiss ioner  fo r

Employment ,  Soc ia l  Af fa i r s ,  Sk i l l s  and  Labour  Mobi l i t y  in  2014 ,  work ing  throughout  her

mandate  to  implement  the  European  Pi l la r  of  Soc ia l  Rights .  Her  pol i t ica l  ef for ts  at

European  but  a lso  loca l  leve l  have  pos i t i ve ly  impacted  the  l i ves  of  workers .  Prev ious ly

a  Member  of  the  European  Par l iament  fo r  over  20  years ,  Mar ianne  Thyssen  shows  t rue

European  sp i r i t  by  harmonis ing  the  l i v ing  and  work ing  condi t ions  of  people  a l l  over

Europe ,  cont inuous ly  keeping  an  eye  on  the  bigger  picture  and  the  highest  poss ib le

s tandards  rather  than  the  lowest  common  denominator .  

EUROPEAN COMMISSIONER FOR EMPLOYMENT,  SOCIAL AFFAIRS,  SKILLS AND LABOUR MOBILITY 

1 - MARIANNE THYSSEN

Sabine  Weyand ,  a  sen ior  German  t rade  negot iator  and  a  doctorate  in  pol i t ica l

sc ience ,  leads  the  European  Commiss ion ’s  Taskforce  on  Art ic le  50  negot iat ions  with

the  UK  a longs ide  Michel  Barn ier .  F ight ing  hard  to  represent  the  in terests  of  27

Member  States ,  she  and  her  team  coord inate  the  Commiss ion ’s  work  on  a l l  s t rateg ic ,

operat iona l ,  lega l  and  f inanc ia l  i s sues  re lated  to  these  negot iat ions .  She  has  over  20

years  of  exper ience  in  work ing  on  t rade  re lat ions ,  most  prominent ly  in  the  context  of

TT IP  and  CETA ,  and  has  a lso  played  key  ro les  in  deve loping  the  EU ’s  c l imate  pol ic ies

and  in  prepar ing  leaders  fo r  G7 /G8  summits .  She  i s  known  and  pra i sed  fo r  her

profess iona l i sm ,  her  fa i rness  and  her  sharpness  in  the  cur rent  negot iat ions .  

DEPUTY CHIEF BREXIT NEGOTIATOR FOR THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION  

3 - SABINE WEYAND

2 - MARGOT WALLTSRÖM
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UNDERTAKING EXTRAORDINARY ACTIONS AT  
THE GRASSROOTS LEVEL IN EUROPE 

WOMAN IN ACTION
SHORTLISTED FOR

Düzen  Tekka l  i s  founder  and  cha i rwoman  of  the  non -prof i t  organizat ion  HAWAR .help ,

which  of fers  humanitar ian  support  to  prosecuted  Yaz id i  people  in  need .  Together  with

the  German  Federa l  Minis t ry  fo r  Economic  Cooperat ion  and  Development  she  recent ly

launched  the  pro ject  “Back  to  L i fe ” ,  seek ing  to  empower  women  who  fe l l  v ic t im  to

I s lamic  State  capt iv i ty  and  ass i s t s  the i r  return  to  soc iety  through  educat iona l  programs

in  cra f t s  and  l i te racy .  Her  commitment  a ims  fo r  a  diverse ,  inc lus ive  and  democrat ic

soc iety  that  f ights  ext remism  and  protects  minor i t ies .    

 

JOURNALIST,  FOUNDER OF HAWAR.HELP 

The  three  women  co -di rected  the  nat iona l  c iv i l  soc iety  campaign ,  Together  fo r  Yes ,  to

repea l  the  e ight  amendment  in  the  Republ ic  of  I re land ,  mobi l i s ing  thousands  of

vo lunteers  across  the  country .  A  women - led  grass roots  campaign  focus ing  on  the

exper iences  and  needs  of  women  has  created  a  bluepr int  fo r  reproduct ive  r ights

campaigners  across  Europe  and  beyond .  The  women  led  a  campaign  that  centred  on

the  need  fo r  care  and  compass ion ,  where  women 's  exper iences  and  vo ices  were  at  the

fore f ront .  They  cont inue  to  work  to  ensure  that  leg i s la t ion  i s  passed  which  means  that

every  woman ,  no  matter  where  they  l i ve ,  wi l l  be  able  to  access  abort ion  care .   

TOGETHER FOR YES 

1 - ORLA O'CONNOR, AILBHE SMYTH & GRAINNE GRIFFIN

Wil lemien  Koning -Hoeve ,  a  co -owner  of  a  dai ry  fa rm ,  cur rent ly  cha i r s  LTO  Women

and  Bus iness  (Women  fa rmers  in  the  Nether lands ) .  In  the  past ,  she  a lso  cha i red  the

European  wide  organisat ion  Copa  Women ’s  Committee .  Wil lemien  addresses  women

farmers  a l l  over  Europe  to  ra i se  awareness  on  so lut ions  to  support  and  empower

women  in  rura l  areas ,  and  to  enhance  the  pos i t ions  of  women - fa rmers .  For  th i s ,  she

a lso  worked  with  EU  Commiss ioner  Hogan  and  MEP ’s .  She  draf ted  the  EP  Report

“Women  and  the i r  ro le  in  rura l  areas ”  with  Mar i janne  Pet i r  MEP  and  lobbied  on  i s sues

such  as  the  gender  pens ion  gap  &  jobs  in  rura l  areas .    

 

LOBBYIST,  DAIRY FARMER 

3 - WILLEMIEN KONING-HOEVE

2 - DÜZEN TEKKAL
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ADVANCING EUROPEAN INTEGRATION WITH AN
ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT 

WOMAN IN BUSINESS
SHORTLISTED FOR

In  her  cur rent  pos i t ion  at  Roland  Berger ,  Axel le  Lemai re  i s  Global  Head  of  Ter ra

Numerata ,  a  plat form  br ing ing  together  dig i ta l  players ,  with  more  than  100  partners  as

of  today ,  inc luding  s tar tups ,  investors  and  technology  experts ,  After  serv ing  as  Deputy

for  French  oversea  res idents  in  the  Nat iona l  Assembly ,  she  was  a  French  government

member  f rom  Apr i l  2014  to  March  2017 ,  where  she  held  the  pos i t ion  of  jun ior  minis ter

in  charge  of  Dig i ta l  af fa i r s  under  Pres ident  Franço is  Hol lande .  Recognised  as  a  pioneer

in  the  French  Tech  movement ,  she  has  been  promot ing  the  s tar tup  movement

wor ldwide .  She  i s  a  s t rong  advocate  of  net  neutra l i t y  and  has  made  t ransparency  in

Europe  a  key  point  in  her  engagement .    

ROLAND BERGER 

Chr i s t ine  Bosse ,  prev ious ly  the  CEO  of  the  l a rge  Danish  insurance  company  Tryg ,  i s  a

Danish  bus inesswoman  who  works  fu l l - t ime  as  Board  Member  in  severa l  in ternat iona l

or ientated  companies .  Addit iona l l y ,  she  serves  as  the  pres ident  of  the  European

Movement  Denmark ,  dedicat ing  herse l f  to  promot ing  European  cooperat ion .  She  i s

one  of  the  key  founders  and  lead ing  actors  of  the  in i t ia t i ve  Vi  Vi l  Europa  (We  Want

Europe ) ,  where  a  wide  range  of  pol i t ica l  part ies ,  NGOs ,  t rade  unions  and  bus iness

organisat ions  work  together  to  s t rengthen  the  Danish  publ ic  debate  about  the

European  Union ,  fo r  ins tance  by  set t ing  up  c i t i zen  dia logues  in  work  places ,  schools

and  publ ic  l ib rar ies  throughout  the  country .    

EUROPEAN MOVEMENT DENMARK 

1 - CHRISTINE BOSSE

Glor ia  Mil l s  i s  a  t rade  unionis t  who  negot iates  and  defends  women  workers ’  r ights

and  gender  equal i ty .  She  i s  cur rent ly  the  Pres ident  of  the  European  Trade  Union

Confederat ion ’s  Women ’s  Committee .  As  the  leader  of  the  Committee ,  she  has

redoubled  ef for ts  to  c lose  the  gender  pay  gap  and  break  the  glass  ce i l ing  that

women  face  across  Europe .  She  has  a lso  made  in f luenc ing  the  pol ic ies  of  the  EU  fo r

better  work - l i fe  balance  a  pr ior i ty  of  the  Committee .  She  i s  a lso  Nat iona l  Secretary

for  Equal i ty  at  Br i t i sh  t rade  union  UNISON  and  was  the  f i r s t  black  woman  to  hold

the  post  of  Pres ident  of  the  Trade  Union  Congress  (TUC ) .  She  a lso  served  on  the

Commiss ion  fo r  Racia l  Equal i ty  in  the  UK  and  i s  a  Nat iona l  Execut ive  Member  of

BAME  (Black ,  As ian  and  Minor i ty  Ethnic )  Labour  soc iety .  

 

PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION’S WOMEN’S COMMITTEE 
3 - GLORIA MILLS

2 - AXELLE LEMAIRE
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FOR WOMEN AGED 15 TO 30 STRENGTHENING
THE VOICE OF YOUNG WOMEN IN EUROPE 

WOMAN IN YOUTH
ACTIVISM

SHORTLISTED FOR

Sigr id  Fr i i s  cha i r s  a  pol i t ica l  youth  group  and  has  been  f ight ing  to  change  the

percept ion  of  the  EU  among  young  people .  She  uses  her  s t rong  rhetor ica l  sense  to

in f luence  the  debate  by  in t roduc ing  phrases  such  as  EUphor ic ,  which  i s  now  widely

known  in  the  Danish  EU  debate .  Sigr id 's  main  goal  i s  to  increase  the  democrat ic

engagement  of  young  people  in  both  nat iona l  and  European  elect ions .  She  has

t rave l led  across  Denmark ,  br ing ing  people  together  to  discuss  European  matters  and

the i r  v i s ions  of  the  future  of  Europe .  She  a lso  set  up  pol i t ica l  meet ings ,  where  young

people  meet  and  discuss  the i r  v i s ions  fo r  the  future  of  Europe .     

CHAIR OF RADIKAL UNGDOM IN DENMARK 

Over  the  past  years ,  Vio la  Bianchett i  has  managed  to  br ing  the  change  in  the  f ie ld  of

equal  r ights ,  youth  pol icy  and  ant i -discr iminat ion  l aw .  She  was  the  coord inator  of

Equal  Rights  Work ing  Group  fo r  2017 -2018 ,  lead ing  an  in ternat iona l  team  of  young

volunteers .  Addit iona l l y ,  ear l ie r  th i s  year ,  she  was  elected  to  the  board  of  AEGEE  and

she  now  i s  the  Pro jects  Director  fo r  2018 -2019 .  For  the  past  year ,  as  coord inator  of

Equal  Rights  Work ing  Group  of  AEGEE -Europe ,  she  managed  to  lead  an  in ternat iona l

team  of  young  vo lunteers ,  organiz ing  plenty  of  act iv i t ies  and  pro jects  a l l  around

Europe .  In  cooperat ion  with  AEGEE 's  Safe  Person  pro ject ,  she  has  a lso  been  ra i s ing

awareness  around  the  top ic  of  sexua l  harassment ,  espec ia l l y  in  the  youth  f ie ld .  

AEGEE 

1 - VIOLA BIANCHETTI

Sodfa  Daaj i  i s  a  young  I ta l ian -Tunis ian  act iv i s t  based  in  I ta ly ,  advocat ing  fo r

secular i sm  and  universa l  r ights  of  women .  She  was  act ive ly  invo lved  in  the  Tunis ian

revo lut ion  and  led  severa l  cruc ia l  women 's  r ights  campaigns  in  the  European  and

Afr ican  reg ion .  As  a  member  of  the  European  Network  of  Migrant  Women  (ENOMW )

she  i s  lead ing  the  network ’s  work  on  capac i ty -bui ld ing ,  mobi l i sat ion ,  consc iousness -

ra i s ing  and  c iv ic  act iv i sm  of  young  migrant  gi r l s  age  13 -20  in  Europe  v ia  the  group

cal led  #Radica lG i r l s ss .  She  i s  a lso  coord inat ing  the  exchange  and  col laborat ion

between  young  migrant  women  in  Europe  and  the i r  counterpar ts  in  the  Afr ican

reg ion ,  thus ,  act ing  as  a  cruc ia l  l ink  fo r  young  women  between  the  two  cont inents .    

AFRIKA YOUTH MOVEMENT & EUROPEAN NETWORK OF MIGRANT WOMEN 

3 - SODFA DAAJI

2 - SIGRID FRIIS PROSCHOWSKY


