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Mairead  McGuinness  has  been  one  of  the  s t rongest  vo ices  fo r  I re land  on  a  European

leve l  to  date .  She  has  s t rongly  contr ibuted  in  mult ip le  ways  to  a l l  leve l s  and  areas  of

I r i sh  and  the  broader  European  soc iety  and  i s  a lso  wel l -known  fo r  the  in f luent ia l  ro le

she  has  had  (and  cont inues  to  have )  on  Brex i t .  She  i s  a  power fu l  leader  in  the

European  Par l iament ,  fo r  women  in  part icu lar ,  and  has  a  reputat ion  fo r  being  f i rm

but  fa i r  in  moderat ing  par l iamentary  debates ,  She  became  a  Member  of  the

European  Par l iament  in  2004 ,  was  elected  as  Vice -Pres ident  of  the  European

Par l iament  in  2014 ,  and  became  F i r s t  Vice -Pres ident  in  January  2017 .   As  F i r s t  VP  she

oversees  re lat ions  with  nat iona l  par l iaments ,  in  part icu lar  with  the  EU  af fa i r s

committees  of  Member  State  par l iaments .  She  i s  respons ib le  fo r  the  Par l iament ’s

d ia logue  with  re l ig ious  and  non -confess iona l  organisat ions  on  EU  pol ic ies  and

leg is la t i ve  proposa ls .  .

Laura  Codruța  Köves i  made  his tory  both  as  the  youngest  and  as  the  f i r s t  woman

prosecutor  genera l  in  Romania ,  when  she  was  appointed  to  the  pos i t ion  in  2006  at

the  age  of  33 .  She  subsequent ly  became  the  head  of  the  Romanian  Ant icor rupt ion

Di rectorate  (DNA )  in  2013 .  Under  her  leadersh ip ,  the  DNA  made  notable  progress

aga inst  high - leve l  cor rupt ion  in  Romania .  Köves i  made  headl ines  l as t  year  when  she

was  fo rc ib ly  dismissed  f rom  her  pos i t ion  by  the  Romanian  government  who  act ive ly

lobbied  aga inst  her .  The  reason ?  She  was  invo lved  in  the  invest igat ions  of  mult ip le

Romanian  pol i t ic ians ,  a l l  suspected  of  cor rupt ion  in  the  country .  She  cont inues  to  be

a  favour i te  among  the  leaders  of  the  European  Par l iament ,  despi te  the  Romanian

government 's  oppos i t ion .  Köves i  i s  poised  to  become  the  f i r s t  ever  chie f  EU  publ ic

prosecutor  in  the  new  European  Publ ic  Prosecutor 's  Off ice  (EPPO ) ,  which  i s  set  to

star t  operat ing  in  2020 .

MAIREAD MCGUINNESS
NOMINEE 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

HIGHLIGHTS :  EUROPEAN  PARLIAMENT ;  POLIT ICS ;  VOICE  OF  IRELAND

LAURA CODRUȚA KÖVESI
NOMINEE 

CHIEF EU PUBLIC PROSECUTOR ELECT

HIGHLIGHTS :  PUBLIC  PROSECUTOR ;  ANTI -CORRUPTION ;  EPPO ;  ROMANIA
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Mar i ja  Pejč inov ić  Bur ić  i s  a  Croat ian  pol i t ic ian .  She  recent ly  assumed  of f ice  as

Secretary  Genera l  of  the  Counci l  of  Europe .  Prev ious ly ,  she  was  State  Secretary  at

the  Minis t ry  of  European  in tegrat ion ,  and  held  var ious  ro les  throughout  the  years

work ing  on  EU  cooperat ion  programmes .  She  became  a  member  of  the  Croat ian

Par l iament  f rom  2008  to  2011 .  Later ,  she  worked  as  a  pr ivate  consul tant  on  EU

af fa i r s .  More  recent ly ,  Bur ić  was  Minis ter  of  Fore ign  and  European  Af fa i r s  of  Croat ia ,

as  wel l  as  Deputy  Pr ime  Minis ter  of  Croat ia  -  she  became  the  th i rd  woman  to  hold

the  post  of  fo re ign  minis ter .  

MARIJA PEJČINOVIĆ BURIĆ
NOMINEE 

SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE

HIGHLIGHTS :  CROATIAN  GOVERNMENT ;  EU  AFFAIRS ;  COUNCIL  OF  EUROPE
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UNDERTAKING EXTRAORDINARY
ACTIONS AT GRASSROOTS LEVEL IN
EUROPE

WOMAN IN ACTION
CATEGORY IS

From  the  c i ty  of  Lodz ,  Gals4Gals  has  showed  how  a  loca l  in i t ia t i ve  can  f ight  fo r

va lues  across  a  country  and  an  ent i re  cont inent .  Since  2016 ,  the  Pol i sh  femin is t

co l lect i ve  has  fought  fo r  sexua l  r ights  of  women ,  ensur ing  that  a l l  women  are

accepted  –  inc luding  those  f rom  groups  that  are  usual l y  disadvantaged  (such  as

women  f rom  rura l  areas ,  queer  women ,  rac ia l i zed  women ,  re fugee  women  or  t rans

women ) .  Thei r  success  has  led  them  to  share  the i r  exper iences  with  other  women

from  across  Europe .  The  Black  Protest  ( led  by  Gals4Gals )  defeated  the  government ,

kept  abort ion  r ights  and  changed  the  publ ic  support  fo r  sexua l  r ights  -  f rom  20% to

60%.  Gals4Gals  have  been  a  leader  in  the  f ight  fo r  sexua l  r ights  of  women  even  when

the  nat iona l  government  of  Poland  t r ied  to  ban  abort ion  r ights  in  2016 .  Not  only

have  they  managed  to  mobi l i ze  Lodz  and  Poland  to  protect  the i r  r ights ,  they  have

been  an  insp i rat ion  fo r  a l l  of  Europe .  The  col lect i ve  has  given  ord inary  women  -  gals

-  a  vo ice  in  the  publ ic  space .

Milena  Kadieva  i s  a  committed  human  r ights  l awyer  with  more  than  17  years  of

act i ve  engagement  with  vu lnerable  women  and  gi r l s ,  inc luding  Roma  and  Turk i sh

minor i ty .  Apart  f rom  managing  the  Gender  Alternat ives  Foundat ion ,  she  leads

st rateg ic  l i t igat ion  cases  aga inst  Bulgar ia ,  thus  impact ing  governmenta l  pol ic ies

f rom  pressure  by  in ternat iona l  ins t i tut ions  l i ke  CEDAW  and  EU  Court  on  Human

Rights .  Kadieva ’s  l a test  s t rateg ic  case  i s  noteworthy :  I t  was  on  a  case  concern ing

long - te rm  domest ic  v io lence  aga inst  a  woman  and  pass iv i ty  on  part  of  pol ice ,  soc ia l

serv ices  and  court  that  fu r ther  persecuted  the  v ic t im  and  her  chi ldren .  Ins t i tut ions

re fused  to  accept  the  repetends  of  the  v io lence  and  did  noth ing  to  protect  her .  As  a

resu l t  in  August  2019 ,  the  CEDAW  Committee  i s sued  1 1  recommendat ions  fo r

Bulgar ia  -  among  which  to  rat i f y  the  I s tanbul  convent ion  and  change  the  leg i s la t ion ,

s tar t ing  by  the  recogni t ion  of  gender -based  v io lence  as  a  human  r ight  v io lat ion .

Kadieva  and  her  team  are  keen  advocates  fo r  the  aforement ioned  I s tanbul

Convent ion ,  thus  work ing  hard  to  promote  i t  despi te  threats  and  onl ine  attacks .

MILENA KADIEVA
NOMINEE 

HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYER

HIGHLIGHTS :  WOMEN 'S  RIGHTS ;  GENDER  RIGHTS ;  HUMAN  RIGHTS ;  CEDAW ;  EUCHR

GALS4GALS LODZ /LODZKIE DZIEWUCHY DZIEWUCHOM
NOMINEE 

POLISH FEMINIST COLLECTIVE

HIGHLIGHTS :  SEXUAL  RIGHTS  OF  WOMEN ;  FEMINISM ;  MOBIL IZATION ;  POLAND
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In  2018 ,  Vicky  Phelan  was  ins t rumenta l  in  expos ing  the  Cerv ica lCheck  controversy  in

I re land  af ter  l aunching  a  High  Court  case  aga inst  a  US  l aboratory  over  incor rect

smear  tes t  resu l t s  f rom  2011 .  She  re fused  to  be  s i lenced  by  an  attempted  gagging

order  af ter  she  took  her  case  to  court  and  her  act ions  led  to  the  reve lat ions  that

hundreds  of  other  women  had  s imi la r l y  been  denied  the  t ruth .  Phelan  cont inues  to

campaign  t i re less ly  on  the  i s sue  at  grass roots  leve l  a longs ide  many  other  I r i sh

women  who  were  af fected  by  the  scandal .  She  has  a lso  set  up  the  pat ients ’  support

group ,  221+ ,  with  fe l low  campaigners  Stephen  Teap  and  Lor ra ine  Walsh .  Phelan  has

been  recognised  fo r  her  achievements  fo r  I r i sh  women  to  date ,  awarded  an  Honorary

Doctorate  of  Let ters  by  the  Univers i ty  of  L imer ick  in  June  2018 ,  an  Honorary

Fe l lowship  by  Water ford  Ins t i tute  of  Technology  in  November  2018 ,  named  as  one  of

the  BBC 's  100  Women  of  2018 ,  and  awarded  a  Spec ia l  Recogni t ion  Award  at  the

Woman  of  the  Year  Awards  in  October  2018 .  Her  act ions  have  meant  that  women

around  I re land  af fected  by  the  scandal  have  been  given  a  vo ice ,  the  malpract ice  has

been  exposed  and  many  women  were  prompted  to  recheck  resu l t s  which  may  wel l

have  saved  l i ves .

VICKY PHELAN
NOMINEE 

A VOICE FOR WOMEN IN MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

HIGHLIGHTS :  CERVICALCHECK  COURT  CASE ;  WOMEN 'S  RIGHTS ;  IRELAND
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ADVANCING EUROPEAN INTEGRATION
WITH ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT

WOMAN IN BUSINESS
CATEGORY IS

HIGHLIGHTS :  MIMYCRI ;  UPCYCLING ;  STIMULATING  MIGRATION  DIALOGUE

ELEONORA AZZAOUI & VERA GÜNTHER
NOMINEE 

FOUNDERS OF MIMYCRI

Mimycr i  i s  an  organisat ion  which  des igns  and  manufactures  high  qual i ty  bags  f rom

broken  re fugee  rubber  boats .  I t s  founders ,  Eleonora  Azzaoui  and  Vera  Günther ,

wanted  to  create  "s tor ies  to  touch "  –  i t  i s  the i r  hope  that  the  products  s t imulate

conversat ions  about  escape  and  migrat ion .  I t  i s  no  surpr i se  that  in  the  Mimycr i  team ,

people  with  and  without  escape  exper ience  work  s ide  by  s ide .  The  organisat ion  does

two  th ings  s imultaneous ly :  i t  addresses  the  key  top ic  of  migrat ion  fo r  Europe  f rom  a

new  perspect ive ,  whi le  at  the  same  t ime  being  an  up -cyc l ing  pro ject .  Mimycr i

success fu l l y  br ings  together  a l l  Europeans  –  the  founders  act ive ly  engaged  in

d i rect ly  exchanging  v iews  with  re fugees  concern ing  the  top ic  of  immigrat ion  by

shaping  the  l a rger  s tory  of  migrat ion  and  European  so l idar i ty .  In  May  2019 ,  the

organisat ion  s tar ted  a  pro ject  in  l ine  with  i t s  v i s ion  fo r  Europe  and  together  with  12

d iverse  people  created  a  European  f lag  made  of  dest royed  rubber  boats .

HELEN DIXON
NOMINEE 

DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER FOR IRELAND

Helen  Dixon  became  Data  Protect ion  Commiss ioner  in  2014  and  was  the  f i r s t  woman

to  undertake  the  ro le .  With  some  of  the  biggest  tech  companies  in  the  wor ld

locat ing  the i r  European  operat ions  in  I re land  and  attent ion  turn ing  more  and  more

to  how  data  pr ivacy  i s  t reated ,  Helen ’s  ro le  has  been  a  chal lenging  one  that  she  has

undertaken  with  great  sk i l l  and  success .  Her  of f ice  i s  essent ia l l y  respons ib le  fo r  the

protect ion  of  the  personal  data  of  hundreds  of  mil l ions  of  European  c i t i zens .  She  has

led  the  Data  Protect ion  Commiss ion  through  the  ear ly  but  cr i t ica l  s tage  of  GDPR

implementat ion  and  enforcement .  She  has  deal t  with  noteworthy ,  high -prof i le  data

protect ion  cases  f rom  across  Europe  such  as  that  of  Aust r ian  pr ivacy  campaigner

Max  Schrems  over  Facebook  and  ul t imate ly  a  batt le  over  the  t rans fer  of  data

between  Europe  and  the  US  that  led  to  the  s t r ik ing  down  of  the  Safe  Harbour

agreement  between  the  two  te r r i to r ies .  Her  of f ice  has  approx imate ly  51  l a rge -sca le

invest igat ions  under  way ,  17  of  which  re late  to  l a rge  technology  plat forms ,  inc luding

seven  in to  Facebook .  

HIGHLIGHTS :  DATA  PROTECTION ;  GDPR  IMPLEMENTATION ;  DIGITAL  PRIVACY
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HELI KURJANEN
NOMINEE 

FOUNDER OF LUNE GROUP LTD.

In  2005 ,  Hel i  Kur janen  founded  Lune  Group  Ltd ,  as  a  resu l t  of  being  unsat i s f ied  with

an  onl ine  order  of  a  moon  cup .  Hav ing  s tar ted  her  own  brand ,  i t  has  s ince  grown

global  –  the  company ’s  turnover  in  2017  was  3 ,7  mil l ion  euros .  The  company  seeks  to

break  taboos  around  menst ruat ion  and  shares  in format ion  about  per iods  on  the i r

webs i te  and  soc ia l  media .  They  have  a lso  donated  moon  cups  and  part ic ipated  in

deve lopment  and  char i ty  pro jects  in  deve loping  countr ies .  NYTKIS  i s  wel l  aware  of

the  s t igma  re lated  to  per iods  in  F in land  and  global l y  and  the  impacts  that  per iods

can  have  on  women ’s  l i ves .  Kur janen ’s  work  to  make  per iods  normal  and  as

comfortable  and  c lean  as  poss ib le  has  been  very  impact fu l .

HIGHLIGHTS :  LUNE  GROUP ;  BUSINESSWOMAN ;  ISSUES  SURROUNDING  STIGMA
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Johanna  Nejedlová  i s  the  co - founder  of  Konsent ,  an  organisat ion  a iming  to  change

the  conversat ion  sur rounding  t rad i t iona l  Czech  att i tudes  towards  sex  and  sexua l

v io lence .  Work ing  a long  the  plat form  of  “Když  to  nechce ,  tak  to  nechce ”  ( “ I f  she

doesn ' t  want  to ,  she  doesn ' t  want  to " ) ,  Nejedlová  has  been  a  dynamic  fo rce  in

guid ing  young  Czech  women  towards  a  di f fe rent  aspect  of  the i r  own  r ights  and

power .  Konsent  crowdfunded  money  to  do  pr imary  prevent ion  on  sexua l  v io lence  fo r

teenagers .  In  one  year ,  the  organizat ion  educated  about  1200  k ids  v ia  a  complex

workshop  on  consent ,  respect  and  rape  myths .  Konsent 's  se l f -help  group  fo r  v ic t ims

of  sexua l  v io lence  helps  many  young  gi r l s  fu l l y  recover  and  support  each  other  af ter

be ing  assaul ted .  Addit iona l l y ,  Nejedlová  herse l f  has  jo ined  a  subcommittee  of  Czech

Women 's  Lobby  focus ing  on  v io lence  aga inst  women ,  wrote  a  column  about  cur rent

women ’s  r ights  and  femin is t  top ics  to  re levant  newspapers  and  rad io ,  and

addi t iona l l y  teamed  up  with  ar t i s t s  to  promote  a  groundbreak ing  ar t  ins ta l la t ion

forc ing  the  publ ic  to  acknowledge  the  rea l i t y  of  incest  and  sexua l  v io lence .  

Greta  Thunberg  i s  a  Swedish  teenager  who  i s  credi ted  with  ra i s ing  global  awareness

of  the  r i sks  posed  by  Global  warming  and  c l imate  change ,  and  with  hold ing

pol i t ic ians  to  account  fo r  the i r  l ack  of  act ion  on  what  Thunberg  ca l l s  the  "c l imate

cr i s i s " .  With  other  s tudents  engaged  in  s imi la r  protests ,  she  organized  a  school

c l imate  s t r ike  movement ,  under  the  name  "Fr idays  fo r  Future " .  After  Thunberg

addressed  the  2018  United  Nat ions  Cl imate  Change  Conference ,  s tudent  s t r ikes  took

place  every  week  somewhere  in  the  wor ld .  In  May  2019 ,  Thunberg  was  featured  on

the  cover  of  T ime  magaz ine ,  which  named  her  a  "next  generat ion  leader "  and  noted

that  many  see  her  as  a  ro le  model .  

FOR WOMEN AGED 15 TO 30
STRENGTHENING THE VOICE OF YOUNG
WOMEN IN EUROPE

GRETA THUNBERG 
NOMINEE 

SWEDISH CLIMATE CHANGE ACTIVIST

HIGHLIGHTS :  CLIMATE  CHANGE ;  FRIDAYS  FOR  FUTURE ;  GLOBAL  AMBASSADOR

JOHANNA NEJEDLOVÁ
NOMINEE 

CO-FOUNDER OF KONSENT

HIGHLIGHTS :  WOMEN 'S  RIGHTS ;  KONSENT ;  PROVIDING  EDUCATION ;  VICTIM  SUPPORT
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Dur ing  the  2019  European  Par l iament  Elect ions ,  Síona  Cahi l l  campaigned  t i re less ly

to  encourage  more  s tudent  engagement  and  voter  reg i s t rat ion ,  by  l aunching  the

#Generat ionVote  campaign ,  and  created  a  ‘s tudent  mani festo ’  fo r  MEP  candidates

on  c l imate  change  and  educat ion .  Addit iona l l y ,  Cahi l l  l aunched  and  created  the

#GetRegd  Nat iona l  Voter  Regis t rat ion  campaign  to  reg i s ter  s tudents  to  vote ,  and

dur ing  the  2018  I r i sh  Referendum ,  she  coord inated  col leges  in  reg i s ter ing  over

27 ,000  s tudents  in  order  to  vote .  Cahi l l  a lso  organised  a  ‘Nat iona l  Voter  Regis t rat ion

day ’  4  years  in  a  row ,  incorporat ing  other  youth  sector  bodies  in  I re land .  Moreover ,

she  has  del i vered  workshops  and  seminars  on  women  and  leadersh ip ,  campaigning

and  act iv i sm  –  Cahi l l  set  up  the  USI  ‘Women  Lead  Pro ject ’  in  2016 ,  di rect ly  t ra in ing

over  120  women  and  se l f -def in ing  women  in  capac i ty -bui ld ing  fo r  leadersh ip  ro les

and  elected  pos i t ions  in  the  s tudents  unions ,  s tudent  soc iet ies  and  community

organisat ions ,  resu l t ing  in  a  s ign i f icant  increase  of  young  female  s tudents ’  unions

candidates .  Moreover ,  she  has  been  the  main  contr ibutor  to  the  USI ’s  ‘Student

response  to  the  Br i t i sh  Ex i t  of  the  European  Union ’ .  Cahi l l  has  empowered  s tudents ,

in  part icu lar  female  s tudents ,  to  become  part  of  the  conversat ion  around  Europe ,

Brex i t  and  soc ia l  i s sues  af fect ing  I re land  and  the  res t  of  the  EU .

SÍONA CAHILL
NOMINEE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNION OF STUDENTS OF IRELAND

HIGHLIGHTS :  USI ;  EP  ELECTIONS  VOTER  TURNOUT ;  STUDENT  EMPOWERMENT

 


